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. u . .....ell more damaging, punitive measure*, 
opnoiut bill CX|C1U | C J ham! from day one. I he 

.|. f inic Minister's principal secretary. Mr 

'Mieim-ni ol me willingness to consider bringing 

Itriiest. Mislin. e'P 1 , |0npfolifcM tion fold along with 
India '"to r ' ’ fhis could be inierprcted lo 

•" I, 1 " , . si.cl. .he 

N ,„ 1*1 .» *. a fuf, ....clear po«„. 

comprclieii'iss • . . simple statement of 

11- .. ;" ,r rT”f iudear P°»« «*« » * Jicep 

faci loo. Hie sticking to the falsehood that 1074 

" n> . . lhefC would seem to be common 

ground The rcwlh amid be the best of all worlds: a satiation 
ot national pride and fulfillment of global commitments. 

Otherwise. India could find itself m a graveyard spin 
dmell h\ international recrimination and deteriorating 
regional insecurity. Most damaging uould bc the second. 
Pa'kisl ot will probnblv detonate a bomb. If Indian tn.fi to 
pine smith Asia into the global nuclear system. Hie region 
could sl.or.-circ.it South Asia's nuclear equation has been 
stable lor scars. The blasts may destabilize things. India 
cannot afibrd a nuclear arms race. Nuclear "capons are not a 
cheap option. The Cold War shosved that "capons 
production represented only a tenth ol |hc cosls of nuclear 
deployment. Pakistan is a weaker economy but it can 
probably count on China to help it balance India's greater 
wealth. A cold shoulder from the international community 
and a neighborhood weapons pilcup would neither help 


India's security nor get it out of the third world poverty imp. 
There is little doubt the government faces a challenge. But 
compared to testing, converting the impetus gained from the 
Pokliran tests into something diplomatically tangible is 
infinitely more difficult. 


Ij: 2Lj[dvScf*i2+' ,t '=f'‘ u^i'lP 


c 

y 


^ 1^- ti J ^ r * ^ ^ ^ V kX/"L_ s’ or <2: ^ 

-£ 


iot/e- c/>l/L.U: ifu/56 i/J. yd j\<C c«/t> L L 

J)\f/ 


L fv S'r* 6 <L 1 > Six)? i -<r / 

.LVU 


0.M.-0 


(The Telegraph, 13 May IWS) 



Ihc ^vantages of being > declared one 
«hile denying ' |( rhe | J|CN | iois nrc an a»icnio n 

That changed on • «> j oll , g all ii imtsi «« it* 

ih.n the country t* > , |, f si sign of full expected 

««,«■>««; . „«h >'«•"«»I've 

punishment, which n " 

SV " h . j i,. *. developments arc a logical culmination of 
Wednesday nuclear policy t'kcn in recent 

Ihc direction that n ■ n) iernalional opprobrium 

j*>» rzzzz -*'« ,ok a '" 

it makes eminent ^ J . f0in ^ position ol Mrength. lh, s 

and then to sign < <• China did m tlie run-up to the 

ci" „ ...(.of«...1-"- «■ f >".i>ci 

ic'iv nt.iking F* reimins the Indian government s 

I |,c only P u« ,n 8 J(> 3 j| lertf lo certain parts of the 

reiteration l a i . p , , xvill Mgn tmcomliiionally 
rTH T rather than saying . 

Set «■ lei. need "Of. pofh.'ps. be read '">0 ">•" ,f«««l*m 
Chmon 1 , 2 . demanded l»d»‘ "ncomimonnl o«c«.on to dm 
f„a„ 2"d American nn; conrncnar.ee arn.nnp .Inn. of 
to'But India's cnrrcnl poannn. •« ''>"••>> »' "01. a 

R «« «..«« *wc" “ ,old . bvc 7 ,c " ,0 l ; c 

acwm,nodal,„ E if >He »or'd CO,and cspocallj 
America agrees to soften the blow of sanctions .and other 
acton India can now well nllord to be seen to be 
conciliators and accede fully to C\ Indeed tt ssottld 
disadvantageous in the extreme for it not to do so 
fortunately there seems little indication that tins government 
is inclined to follosv such a course but it must nevertheless 
be warned against spoiling a brave enterprise, well executed. 

(The Imlum Express A f<t\ it. I99S) 


Aftershock 


t the Bharatiya Jama Party led government 

' I f 3 r more difficult than the rclatisclv casv business 
i* ‘ n I3S j n the backyard In the desert dust killed up by 
before yesterday's triple unclear diionniinti is the 
^ I for a major diplomatic coup d'etat But one that 
P^lOnvC , r j c( j the skills of Otto son Bismarck >.r Mr 
' ^ • Kissinger. However, it requires the BJP government 
IICnr> co n ih/c such a potential exists and possess the will to 
’l/e the moment. If tl fads to make the right moves, there 
' 1( bc Mcn dy accumulation of pol.ncal and economic 
minuses These, over time, could more than outweigh the 
nl'uscs gained in terms of an enhanced sense of national 
status If the tests arc allowed to take glace in isolation, the 
best India can hope for is ns nuclear weapons status to 
remain stuck at a slightly higher level cf development M 
vears to conic It will remain an irritant in the cour.rv 
(oreipn poliev. but odd little to Ind'C' “'“'"‘I 

objeemes'. T*bc »o«l ""old t« »« JT* 

Mam., a loss of in. c.lor. confidence m lie ..urn 
arm. race boll. I'aU.ian and On"* >'"> v»"' J N "' i 

"’ di V!la ..am. pain ..c.plonon.“^ 

no.. ,no.e ,o open a «B... 


countries can protest, it ts 0,1 
counts. So far. the US has been tana. 


liblv unboihctcJ I' 
,f Mr Ihll 


has declined to cancel the Nov cm he i >' ’ f3l h cr 

Clinton. It has only spoken of tnandaton — «' 
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,,rv that might be This must. 
lW b„o... Xmt°compfom.s ,, >k; India** *«i,iity 

' ... r be ‘h*> c no % Nctt the wcnpoiii and 

concern* or the to counter threat* to .he 

del.ser> s>ste.n* ,1 '» a ; C illle pri.y «f <" crc “ 
nation’* .ndepc«*«ce •« wi|| „ buoyant economy do? 
north the name. Cl ,„«.»«*. winch are in the 

Interesting!)- *«>« lf > o) ,,»din have dtipltctowlj 

tore front of ''.e a * *' -lation of international treaties by 
overlooked the n3 ^"' „ bc3 rs reiteration that a power 

the big P‘"\ crs *"f f ' > . a nuclear weapon. The US. 

is deemed h.gon^f'P 0 stam 1ards ... its approach to 
in particular. gu.h) of ^ ^ hj$ i( failcd to 

s U b-eontmental secur.t) <;|jon nuclear and missile 

prevent covert PaJ«* q J>>||C awa y with the IVessIcr 

Amendment which acted a* a brake on Uh-nbad S mt.ttans, 

designs. nrptence to being a non-nuclear 

Nos* that l !“ ,,a c ;” nI J that its military technology is 
weapons state. 11 • hlasts confirms that a resolute 

— TmZL *•* o.ty. r« >«» 

Government will n t 0 f jests saying they 

^ F,an jV,r~ r r«iT^i>Hc«t»n of its nuclear -puns 

were needed to p JP a prc ,„dc to its becoming a 

technology. c ^ Vnipavce has suggested that 

signatory to he CTBT. Mr- JP of acccptlng SO n,c 

CTBT constraints.' The world would be unfair to disbeheve 
us And as far as domestic opinion .s concerned, he 
Government hardly needs fresh reassurance. ^ he fact that 
every Ind.an walks a little taller tins week compared to the 
last, is sufficient testimony to the Government s w.sdom m 

reasserting national pride via Pokhran. , 

(Vk- Pioneer. May M. I99H) 


In for a Penny 

G ood show on test, now the test of diplomacy 

T |,c two further nuclear tests at V.hran on Wednesday 
.jvc a nuclear enough indication that the government's mind 
^ working in the right direction. The signal is heartening 
and the tests arc to be welcomed. It seems almost certain that 
the government wants to go ahead and sign the 
Comprehensive Test Han Treaty—when it is good and icady. 
That is. after completing round tests required even greater 
spvmk than the first and a determination to pm India's 
interests first. The international reaction after the first round 
was hardly unexpected but even so a government could have 
been forgiven for losing its nerve. That it has not done so is 
commendable. The euphoric public reception to the first 
round, though not for the most sober of reasons, has suicly 
helped this resolve along. 

The fact of matter is that having taken the plunge on 
May II. it would have been foolish for India to buckle to 
international outrage and desist from further testing if the 
experts felt that it was still required. It would have been 
tantamount to having the worst of both worlds on t c ” uc ca ‘ 
issue: paying the full price for testing in the teci o ' 
opposition and still failing to go the whole hog t° gwr*. 
its security. This sort of dithering and mu ct • 
what has characterised Indian nuclear P° ,c * ' . 0 f 

India has paid the price of being a known nuc c 
refusing to sign various nuclear d.sa.m.ment .S''"""" 
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, a | rt% brigade missed not on c 
,j u - self J fU,,nlCv " ( ni(C j car blackmail Commies which 
„l>sH»numi> I*' rc ' orl ,l> )|nd c ‘ vc 10 nuclear proliferation m 
i onsen.cnil) ® hbor hoocl eagerly imposed trade 

Imlu ' " nn,e , V.* col ,trol regimes on us. choking off 
-.mclions and «c*- hn0 ^ , . |nn scientists nrc made of 


. . „.. s uni Indian — - - 

venue' o» progrs |ijd , Q achieve a miracle. All 

sieiiicr sidfl lhc > ” C . ! .)* A pj Abdul Kalam and Dr. R. 

«t‘0 hjl * " crc ‘^"/expectant nation. Their back to the 
C hiJ.iniaKirain. and j* , cs which were denied to 

ujtl. they improsi$c . periodically to reinvent the 

,hcm ibereby 1 ; became an effective tool in their 

r h 7' ciais *«• materials were developed 

hands Mi_ ch under adverse circumstances. 

*»dh««s and “7 aBa ff?H 

, < and vet they proved that human mind could find 

™..s'r smmi r.“' 

l„d."c n o„, sudlilc l«.«l> vehicles became a real,,; 

heean lakine vhrvpc. After years r.f »ccl«dcd 
• ...cnee sc'iemisls prulu.ll> emerged .»><• » funshmc of 
: uc „,s llm .hey were eoolent to l.v. uruler adverse 
reslriclio.s and >e. chey proved rival hum.. "’"' J could l.nd 
a wav out of even seemingly impossible situations. 
Indigenous satellites were fabricated and successfully 
launched into orbil. Satellite launch vehicles became a 
reality Missiles began taking shape. Alter years of secluded 
existence, scientists gradually emerged into sunshine of 
success. Rut they were content to live under the shadow, 
behind the doors of laboratories where they found a 
comforting companionship in complicated microtcsts and 
computer simulations. 

It ts time for them to step out and accept a grateful 
nation’s thanks giving. The Government, on its part, should 
not merely be content with applauding or conferring awards 
on them but should raise their moral and spirit by allocating 
more funds for research and development. As Dr. Kalam 
once said: “A nation is made great by its people.” 

(The Pioneer. ,\fav 13. 1998) 
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Tcst of Aplomb 

Not even the most ardent admirers of Mondav*. , • , 

Ph'MS* COuld lmc cx f m " 1 '»» mere i„ ,y c £ 
through- After . success,on of sovcrccnl, ,h„ taVe jT 
C v„.poro.« mcvcs. Mr. Aral Bihari Vl]w 
administration appears to have accomplish^ the impossible 
in keeping both tests a closely guarded secret.. Th lt tHc 
nll dti-million dollar US spy in sky too failed to detect 
preparations, is an added source of comfort. Significantly it 
has also now been revealed that in his letter to President 
Clinton, the Prime Minister lias catcgorically».TefcTTed to a 
•‘series of tests” India proposed to conduct. Th'vt letter v>as 
sent to the US President on May II. in the afte> noth of the 
first set of explosions. Clearly, therefore, the Government 
was. all along planning several such tests which, Mr 
Vajpayee assured Mr. Clinton, would be "limited in number 
and pose no danger to any country which has no inimical 
intentions towards India:. 

Nevertheless, the international outcry against Monday’s 


explosion. ; s now certain to gather added momentum. The 
adverse economic consequence of abandoning the 
hypocritical stature of a quasi-nuclcar state will also be felt 
in concrete terms. Already. President Clinton has announced 
the imposition of sanctions and Japan. India s biggest donor, 
has scrapped all aid. Despite the popular upsurge in favour 
°f the tests, the markets cannot be expected to react 
jubilantly to widespread sanctions. The Government . 
therefore, need to weigh the economic fallout o 11 




,hr IIS move needs lo be condemned 

wi»«. ro. <*.'■ 

in the strongest r os ‘ lt ’ thc US ha* imposed sanctions. 

Of course. no* ojUd ab0ll | the economic costs of 
questions are bound j cC ision to go nuclear even 

(lie BJI’-lcd go' cn responded with pessimism, 

though the stoc lfCj anno unced by Mr. Clinton 

the direct impact of r Official US aid to Indian 

.—— will l>c cut o I f a s 

currently about iuy T j, c German government 

„ w US ““7*"“'.?? , nd j,p.„ h» CM celled some JO 
b"‘ called off f aid A pad from die fact that il li lime India 

million «<wl 1 ° f ^ P d , , hc ... involved arc 

Weaned lcss ,,ca 5 in New Delhi. Folu.e 

hardly going to mu* P „ )C | M p might be in 

lo>«> r-on. he con do Mule if <hcsc 

jeopardy but ev • j (hc sovereignty of 

inslitwlion* not now" for |«t«< vc , 0 ^ 

olhcrw'ijc £ sound economic packages. The only potential 
e of worry is .he snowballing effect US sanctions eotlld 
hove on the mood of ove.seas investors. However, the 
quantum and pace of foreign direel investment w,II prove 
more responsive to New Delhi's economic policies at the 
ground level than to any olher factor. Thus, paradoxically, 
after taking a defiant stand on thc nuclear front, the uJP-lcd 
government might find itself under pressure to temper its 
defence on thc economic one and adopt a more vclcoming 
stance towards foreign capital than il has done so far. If that 
happens, the fallout from Pokhran 1998 would have 

effectively smothered “swadeshi'. 

(The Tima of India. Afrrp N. 1998) 


Salaam, Scientists'. 

,.C, HOI the glory o/ the successful nuf , 
c0 ,ncrcd b> politicians alone. l| lc hon „ ; ««<» b e 

countless scientists and visionaries l,V e H 0m , ,?>*"' lSc 
l>r Al’J Abd.il Kalam. I, is a testimony , 0 lhal *” ™ 
professionals whose commitment and dedication sW u 
Written in letters of gold in history KwVv lV)Cv . 1 r bc 
warriors ot science and technology came to the IC vue c 7' 
^hon which found itself marooned in despa,, 
linpc when the chips were down. I1 lc> 1Ci!oicJ lc ', f ., e 
and pride wlicit people were swapped in a p a » of 5loPm 0 . { , 
depressing political irssmhilily nnJ economic icccsmmm 
K udos to them Kudos to their ceaseless spun of ingenuity 
and marvellous pci severance in ovcKununj: not unis die 
niter in of successive government they hast tad to *v.c>iV 
under. But also the pathetic woihing conditions m which 
they function. I hey have dcmonstiakd those issues li’.e 
meagre salaiy and career stagnation is imnoi iuiian'.s when 
thc cause is vo noble as the pride ol nation. 

Pokhran 1974 to Pokhran |9<>S is an cxcmplaiy sags of 
dedication anil courage. It was thc eollevtnc stint ol a 
Vikratu Snm.tbhai. a Dr. Iloini Uhabha ar.d a lb Kat J 
Kainannn to loi ge a clear v iwon of India s lniilo.ir cap.*.bdit> 
which culminated in the dramatic explosion «'» Mav IS. 
1974 It showed the wot Id a glimpse ot what the eoimiiv 
could do when faced with a challenge It "as a eu- 
challenge then It has been a gteatci challenge ihjca ur 
I he fust Pokhran blast Inggctcd an intein.itn'iial 1 1 



lK , us move needs 10 be condemned 
f || v% For lhatrc*' oft * lhc u 

,«lhe urongeii P° lilbl '‘‘"J'he US has impoied sanctions. 

Of course. i w" *" cd jboo , (he economic com of 

questions are bound to decjijon |0 g0 nuclear even 

the OJP-I«d f°' e ' n T cfl hlvc responded with pessimism, 
ihough the st< hV m uf€i , nno uiiccd by Mr. Clinton 

,hc direct .mpict of th onefOU$ official US aid to Ind.a- 
are unlike') 10 P r °' _:,| l0 « per annum— will be cut olf as 
currently .bout I00iniio*r* ne Getmtn government 
,lso US commercialI ba k ^ cancelled some 30 

hll called off aidIn ff<>m P lhe f3C , ths , i, is time Ind.a 

rmllion worth olato F ,I, c amounts involved arc 

w«„rf i.«ir oir .uct. * Ncw Delhi. r.»,« 

hardly g<J' n S 10 c * os „ „ v d ,he IMF might be tn 
loans from the World B.nV v™*^ do |iM , e )f thcte 

jeopardy but even ere _ ct ; n g the sovereignty of 
institutions not the US veto what might 

countries to begin . ,-^ages. The only potential 

otherwise be sound ec , y S sanctions could 

hl .e on Iht m** f direct investment will prove 
quantum and pace ° f g ic policies at the 

more responsive to New ue.ni * ^ paradoxically. 

^rU^ldcrVnt stand°on the nuc.ear front, the B!P,cd 

government nttghi find itself unde,r pw« >° 

Hefencc on the economic one and adopt am - 8 

effectively smothered-swadeshi . 

(The Timex of India. Miry M. / w V 



Salaam, Scientists*. 

l-ct "W ih« ( glory nj the successful , . 

cornered by politic,ans alone, the ho™, bd„ E » l0 Z 
countless scientists and v,stonar.es hVc Ham, Bhabha Z 
, )r Al’J Abdul Kalam. It is a test,mom t 0 lhj , bfttd ^ 

professionals whose commitment and dedication should be 
Written in letters of gold ... history Ns Vs TN Sc urWn 
UJ mors of science and technology came to the rescue cf . 
p3t jon which found itself marooned in despair They brought 
hope when the chips were down They restored scH-rcspett 
and pride when people were wrapped m a pall cf gloom ovei 
depressing political instability and economic recession 
Kudos ro them Kudos to tltcir ceaseless spirit cf ingenuity 
and marvellous perseverance in overcoming not ocly the 
intcria of succcssiv c government they have had to work 
under. But also the pathetic wotkinu ccmd.uons in whr.li 
ihcv junction. rhev have demonstrated those wsses like 
menure salary and career stagnation is mmot irrnants when 
the cause is so noble as the pride o*. nation 

Pokhran 197*1 to Pokhran I^S ,s an exemplary sag* of 
dedication and courage. It was the collective effort of. 
Vikram Saatabhai. a Dr ll.vm. BhaHo an a OrM 
Rnmnnna to forge a clear vision of InJ'-i s nuv ^ 

which culminated in the dramatic wp-osion » - ^ 

1974 It showed the world a glim?'* 0 , ‘ tc „ 

vould do when faced with a xtu th.-rcluct 

challenge then. It has been a grca.vr ' ’. w Ja j 


•i*: r - • 

A- .. > ' 


the first Pokluati blast trigeciv 


j ju mierniliorul uposar 
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. inviir.iiico nolicv in ilie cicm «( uv 

HJP dccior.no ogam mix lime '«*" w *»h? 'he 

loving I** t^cv . |in\ cxivtcd tor von,.. 


loving i‘» taco t 'v x v I ,ir>lv Imv cxivtcd I or v,n, u . 

.«■»«' .... ».».... 

..... 111. I ail ^j| lMn IMS S. m .*»■■»» llJ1 ’ I'-.' laVc. 
for ill* inning «• ur a>p the nuclear nettle, it wiki 

iho nionicntou' * ^^ wa>s xx Inch the xilnatinii c.m 

lurniocxplon ? #donlage , he response of the 

K- turned n j, fanatical. lias been to uve the 

S^evt. a* hvpoen *• * brim; about a reversal in 

)llffJI ol economic “ '^tuon of sanctions, however. v„|l 
,nd ' 3 if ^f'i'tinV'because India has crossed the nuclear 
Rubicon and the clock cannot He turned back At leas, no, 

K 0 . .• < lHiclear weapons powers, av v*cll 

a» Pakistan 'and hrael. si, together with India to dev.se a xva> 
collective!) ol ridding h.rniankmd ol this menace 1 He 
It ncr the Wes, the US reaction to India s tests has been 
along predictable lines, it is galling tor India to be hectored 
bv countr.cv like Japan and Australia. wh.J, hsIpsd to 
legitimate the cult nt nuclear weapons bv extending the M T 
indefinitely and availing of the comlor, provided bv the 
nuclear seenntv blatikc, ol the US Mow IK-H;, has now said 
it ,v willing to vnpport certain parts ol the C ill so long nv 
.here .> “rwiprixitv” It nu.M go h.rtlter and work towards 
the conclusion of * cnniprchcnsixc were reached, the danger 
of a damacine unclear arms race could partialis he averted 
and there would be a palpable lessening of tensions in tlu- 
regi«*n 

/Thi' rum'* of liiihti. Mux IJ. WV 


i. 


Test of Nerves 

Given the hypocrisy which governs US policy c« 
nuclear matters, the imposition of limited unctions 
India was only to be expected. President Bill Clinton, who 
had already rn* dc U P his min J well befoit India eemdoeted 
two additional tests in Pokhran oo Wednesday, signed l}ic 
sanctions order a few hours before he was slated public!) to 
w ith these explosions it his concluded its “platsatd senes of 
tests" and that it is now willing to adhere to certain part of 
the CTBT. The world is bound to surmise that the choice of 
words is not accidental and that further t^sts. which may be 
part of other "planned series”, have not been explicitly ruled 
out. Wednesday’s tests apparently involved devices the US 
calls "inininukcs” and “microoukes”. and the data generated 
will be used to conduct computer simulations and sub- 
critical test aimed at further refining India’s nuclear 
capabilities. The 1994 law invoked by Mr. Cliccw, nukes it 
mandatory for the US to impose sanctions on -non-nuclear 
states” which conduct nuclear test. Apart from bevng 
oxymoronic— a state which conducts » nuclear test can 
hardly be considered “non-nuclear"— the Uw u 
discriminatory as it seeks to punish others for exerers-ng * 
right the US and the other four big powers have arroga 
themselves. It is up to Indians alone to dee * * 
the government has done will help istpro'* 1 
ordinary citizen or not. In the wce ^ s * has the 

this issue will and should be debated. But no cinnot 

fight to dictate to another what policies * c 
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K, eross fiturcs and the apparent picture for 
over the last el S M * r . ri ,,fc»llv cut down on government 
granted. He mutt now mMnini . statements but those 

spending. not ,hrc " * do * n , 0 be implemented. He should 
which actually get niakcf< , 0 devise a package 

instruct his cCOflon V foreign investors to continue to 
attractive e «>‘»J h f h , d ,|, 0 be clarified will. all the tact 
patronising India. ' * impelled by either insecurity 

possible that New ^^injTo fof|ify ilJC ,f from the 

or belligerence, t * J i0VC reignty. Revanchism will 

hydraheaded onslaug meaningless: it will only help 

«" ,ke ,h " "“‘'jjX'iU to be punished hard for its 
those Who would (h|j |1|C Rashtrya Swayamsewak 

“temerity. nc , ldy gone to town on the nuclear 

Singh** moutl.p.ccc h*s»lrcaay,Se thcif anxicly 

issue holds a warn g njp.| c d government, the often 

" d **“V . b>ck j,p M . Mr. 

v,iJ n could°consi<l«r Tokyo to .H.y *e fem or 

Vajpayee co , n)C f or other sensitive world 

for some rc.soo. he eoonor do .hat himself. 

P hou d ehoose the bes, .moop hi, -A" lorn to project 

IX interest,. Eophori. .od self-cooprourl.lory no,,e, .re 

no substitute for good, ralional policies. As Jpnathan Schell 

wrote in his celebrated classic on the nuclear issue, there is 

one last chance for all those who exercise the option; it 

should never be wasted. In other words, the next few weeks 

will determine how adroitly the Vajpayee government 

negotiates a decidedly tricky terrain. . , oc ,,. 

b (The Atuin Age. May 14. I99b) 


i. 


The Day After 


Once the hare of euphoria induced by India's recent 
nuclear tests lifts. One might begin to sec the outlines of the 
BJP led government’s dramatic decision as also it precise 
timing. After all. Monday’s tests only brought into the open 
a recessed capability the world knew India already 
possessed. While scientists and strategists can quibble over 
whether or not the credibility of India’s nuclear deterrent 
required testing, the fact is that no test of a nuclear device by 
any country has ever ended in failure. Thus, the Vajpayee 
government’s decision could not base been dictated by- 
military necessity alone. Nor could it have been compelled 
by the strategic desirability of India shedding its nuclear 
ambiguity, something these columns have argued in favour 
of in the past. The same end could presumably have been 
achieved by a mere statement to that effect. Clearly, by 
going for broke, the BJP wanted to make a political 
statement. And judging by the immense outpouring of 
nationalism the tests have evoked, the party can count on ns 
popularity also mushrooming. A government that was till t >- 
prev ions day being criticized for having taken no m *J^. 
decision on the policy front other than to warn of a loug 
budget— and which was virtually under mcjc from wit m 
has now earned for itself a definite measure of support an 


stability. . 

Since the order for Pokhran tests must have en * 
soon after Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee won is 
confidence on March 28, it is tempting to surmise 




V,cn zn even ,,,nclcr l,nc ,,un 
like JipJ" a ' c . ''^'Viph/comcnpl*'*- while Chin, is no. 
.mihuip Washing * h ma |e lhc cat v paw for these 
f oi«f •* *'"*« ' h *' and New Zealand, whose 

niicleai * ci '' ' hx i 0 osly responding to domestic anti 
ujueinnicn.i •« ;, icjdy given some indication of 

proliferation lobMo. h preferred answer to the 

»he problem* •? hc * a - nnd China-style compromise: 

emerging ; Ccn rrrJsMcsM : us. before signing the NPT. 
ihey conducted their as {( . f „ ow rC ndy to sign the 

Delhi has already md jdenl Rill Clinton, and there 

N'PT m the P rcsc " c< ° necd for sanctions. It is possible 
should consequently * Approval for such an option? 

Ih3 , .here is imp''*'« * Ccr ; ain |y .his seems to be the most 
li is even possible n|~- ^c, w ccn fact and claims in 

'° pC !!\ iOU "!<oonc has seriously doubted that both India and 
Souih Asia. No one crs The simplest answer 

,,aVi ,d 3 be ,r for d bo,h°«o n emer P c^proliferation Treaty, but. if 

.llcv * ”n« d«i.y .h. other rvi,h„„, 
jrc convinced * c ,h c scn se of agreements 

self-destruction may be they will sec tne * . 

cvn trade, travel and the shared joy of peace It was MA ) 
^ov. which brought peace to Europe m the second ha 
'of a century, which has witnessed two of history s most 
bloodthirsty world wars. The ultimate weapon ensured 
listing peace between the Wes. and «he Soviet Union 
without nuclear weapons the Cold War would have warmed 
up more than once. It will be impossible to prevent Pakistan 
from conduction its own nuclear test now: let both sides 
claim victory and stgn the NPT. India's brilliant scientists 
have secured her defence; it is now up to statesmen to make 
war unnecessary or at least unprofitable. Washington will be 
tempted towards punishment in its initial reactions, if only to 
send a signal fo other threshold states. Out wisdom will lie in 
squeezing a solution out of what has happened. India is now 
ready to join the rest of the world on lliq nuclear issue I he 
rest of the world should welcome India, not isolate it 

(The Auua Age. IS A/ur IVVSf 


Beyond the Euphoria 

There is understandable ,nxict> in New Delhi about 
what Washington's concrete response wilt ultimately be to 
the nuclear tests conducted in the sands of Rajasthan: but it 
seems that a more immediate factor is being neglected, 
perhaps by default. Japan, not American, is India's largest 
trade partner, as its leadership has now made it clear. Japan 
had categorically counselled New Delhi about six weeks ago 
not to go ahead with the tests Now that India has gone the 
opposite, or so says the dominant political and strategic 
opinion llectingly available from Tokyo, its government will 
take measures, which correspond with its outrage It is here 
that Indian diplomacy faced its severest test, because unless 
there is a concrete action plan to tackle the political and 
economic fallout of the tests, the country will be faced with 
a real crisis After all. Japan is not the only or.e for Indian 
policy-makers to be worried about; the Asem bkxk. which 
has traditionally been non-too-welcoramg to Indian 
overtures, its likely to harden its stand c\cn further In The 
context, the "We Shall Overcome" kind of line can only be 
good politics and consolidation strategy for a rickety 
government than anything more substantial Although 
comparisons arc certainly not entirely valid, when Indira 
Gandhi had her explosion in 1974. the country was passing 
through one of its worst years A poor agucuhural yeai 
preceded and succeeded 1974. the Bangladesh' ,e “*** 
problem was at its peak and so on Maybe. Mr Ata c an 
Vajpayee, thanks to the spadework done by his pte eecssors 
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„ , h . gone by *'"« ‘he"- India haj 

Du, in <b< 2 4 ^ t*lc*r *»*• $° h " ,h< The 

changed and bee 0 * 0 * «" ^pon*. Indu may no, be h appy 
is *' V,,, S "P the discriminatory nature of ih e 

with the P^ T ° f iS the MTCR etc. But that does no, .her 
NPT.heCTBT.iheNSG is overwhelmingly ag.i nM 

ihe fact .*«• *<** f v W l2ring , h' 1 rrahty. thc-BJNed 

nuclear w ^ $ hiv c m ere,y succeeded in mv.t.ng trouble foe 

Sia in international f ^* nnicd ; aie a nd automatic consequence 
For example, one i * • - nl0 force of sanctions that 

of this action will be t c wj|| n0W ^ obliged to impose 
the US. acting under . • yefy c0StI> in thc very near 

on India. These • , P |y nat ivc will believe that they 

term But only ihe wor|d opinion and that India may 

will not have an i Pj* ifnpor iani ways. Henceforth India 
be isolated m a nu aJ „ ral hcr irresponsible and 

could end up being ^ miny justifications and 
..ntrvstworthy «o««ry. forth in , torrent form thc 
reassurances mat apologist*, not to mention 

government and i n0 , counl f or much. For 

P Tb!„et wiM^m.Tn: Mb he. trl Se c«d off . 

see « f 

a «»rV- "-!*■*“*«• 


Welcome India, do not is otate •„ 

The government of Mr. Atal B,ha ri v.u. 

. , gdy won well-deserved national J?llyet 

«•««»t h ., r.,:: * 

.uer to ° wn ft,c • 4nd ‘hat Indian wilt ?‘ )S * 

; '.n,y need ,o become vie„ m of t „ btt 

promisee of my power supc* middlrog o, o L C '1 ■ 
indiihas problems with all three categories »muvor^ Cf 
to the west is belligerent by compulsion; » nudik-lesel 
nuclei to our Northeast has territorial disputes with us. »rvj 
0 f course the only superpower in the world would liie De'hi 
to sign away our rights to a nuclear defence capability. 
These concerns have burdened every government m this 
decade, one led by the Congress, a second by the United 
front and the third by the BJP. In other words virtually 
every political party in thc country has been in power at 
some time or thc other in the Nineties: and there has never 
been any conflict within the country over orr attitude to 
security. It is ihis unanimity which is thc true strength of 
Indian defence and foreign policy. The cross pany support 
that the Vajpayee government has received on the throe 

™clc.v s.s.s(including on,, which .!*«> ««« *' 
£ bomb capability) 
holds. There will be more •PP , «« f «J*r. ' J^l 
Kirn over Ihe nexl few months Itai Proi;re( .. iM 

decision with his eyes open. '. . c utes are very 
Treaty and its chief mentor, t e ' bouadtrie* bid 
specific about those who transgress - CO aseq»er.ces cc 
down across thc world. There are ser United States 
ihe horizon; economic s * nC '^; B(f t0 y$ !»*• C our,u,cs 
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cndioni ap-inst Indi* for the l Wet| 
trade »nJ monetary uniiy would be making 4 
,es». The i" ,crn,, '° h n f1 d with M»ch action m the name or 
miOiU if " g ^.L„ioo. All sections m India. including 
nuclear nott-prolife"*"® rcady t0 face the challenge 
lrJ de and , inJ “Tmcr.ut ion.il Atomic Energy Agency ha* 
unflinchingly* A Ict1 to carry out the tests as they do 

pointed out. " ' com , n itmcnts. 

not hreal any treat) co of courS e. are aware that the 

Our pol |C >' P ,,nn * « in ,hc armoury would have it* 

inclusion of nuclear we p jwJ|IicBlions . India's policy of 

defence and foreign l* J neighbours and other nations 
P„cc and f "" dll ; P | 'fe,,hc tea. would s«.vo ,h!» policy 
remains unchanged. * * 0 f rcsp cct for India's principled 

better creating a new • ra ihcr ,|,an a feeling that 

position on interna i sCI , sc 0 f helplessness and 

such a policy cm an nuclear non-proliferations 

weakness. India's ° cd by ,he late P.imc 

In •* ruin-disarmamcnl pi, J, 0 „ of , ll( Uni , t(1 

Minis,e. Rajiv Gand . ' * „ ss rc , ai „ s j(J 

N ;' i0ni “'I"," infe.nM.ona, ..os base 

suff .edfrom flaws in .he pas. because of ihei, obsession 
sutterco iru nvri „onols Th.it monopoly has been 

^rZfeMr^eonld induce new belpfn, 

perspectives in the d>’Ci«.oiis on,j Ma} . , m> 


Nuclear Shadow 

The decision of the (shaky) coalition led by the m P , 

set off* «« r bUt U " der8r0Und explosions m 
spite of the clear and unambiguous signal it seeks to , e „d 0 u" 

that the time has come to take India seriously. could tum out 
M be a rather ill-considered once. India cannot pl«d as n 
did from 1^7-1 onward, that these were >»«'full- 
explosions Their triple nature suggests that they re 
intended for weapomsing for different type of deployment, 
most likely on the Prithvi and on aircraft. Eventually, should 
tlie Agni be productioniscd — and if China is threat number 
one it will have to be— it too will acquire a nuclear, 
warhead. 

What makes this action especially worrisome is the fact that 
the government, in its National Agenda, had merely said Out it 
would exercise the nuclear option if necessary. (The BJP. 
however, in its manifesto, had warned that it would do so. 
though not when). The people of India, who r<ow face the 
prospect of having to live in the shadow of an enhanced r.ucleir 
threat from Pakistan, have a right to know why the tests suddenly 
became necessary They must be told what has changed in 
India's security environment. The answer nay not be ' er h 
reassuring, even though (here is a view within the scienti ic n 
defence establishment that the threat from China can no onger 
ignored and that India can't become a hostage to a \ t ) 

Pakistani response Indeed, some cynics may we . 

wn’wn that the HJP has done this solely with domestic po> ■ '■ 

... . „ .. . . J J.w. tin. tame thing m • v '*‘* 









, Ihc CTDT •» » negotiable 
«° ,rt * .i u HrcUrcd * moratorium 

llg n»tc<y h “ h *>e un ' m f b lf 0 Tihc e** m P ,e sc ‘ by Chin * 
d0CU men‘- ^ tho uld .,y The test exptotiona 

-*££• - *■»■•!*£ TSSS W'r* *;.“ a f “ 

,nd F ,n it • d.uh»»‘ ’ |er simulations. India is no 

h *'l Veiling. exceP* ,hc srgument ,h, ‘ U W “ bc ’"' 8 

further ,es 8 h, v c*not. so ,h . ? d nue | C ar powers ts no 
- f *: ,,-rS e possibility that 

d ’ K T Sev.ni There is. jf i,. ,00. signs 

^anwrUen^c ." ^ ^ hx ncll her test nor sigru 

i* CT »; >» to r "t‘" 0 ““^ 

wu -h« 10 * 

*» "1' ','i, on ihc "»'!• >' ,1 >“ C * h . oul ’ 1 , 
«* u - bc,o " , ‘ 

» h< ^o...nmcn.;.^r-^^. ,„ d „ v,ill not 

did Essential commoditie • thc Government should refrain 
supply here, for instanc . e concerning national ego. 

from treating Mnction* as • jf lhe collective spirit, 

as id.cttity. "h'ch “.'' ,°7ndia bSt Ihcy cell certainly hurl. 
Sanction! may not cr.pp c l"“ • ' ' wilh ,hc bla«>. 

five Ihc indifferent ... “X ttU ^ lh c CTBT 

India ha. made ill *” ■ ' „ d re pain Ihc moral high 

unconditionally, avoid ..neuont »J 'f 
ground, uhich may s°<>" &pw „ Hay ». >W> 



Dictated by Comp u i s i ons of 
National Security 


The spectacular manner in which India hat ei • , 
the option to go nuclear, by conduction three test, ilK £Z 
one to prove capability to product a hydros boob i . 
matter of national pride. It has demonstrated that 
national commitment to.security and dit« PP , 0 ^ d "• 
about the competence of Indian science and technology to 
achieve the goal of self-reliance in key f.cldi liVe deforce. 
The world is surprised by the development mainly because it 
was taken tor granted that India would continue to be 
oblivions of the uncertain security environment and adopt a 
soft sinncc even on matters that impinge on national 
sovereignty and integrity. There is a national consensus oc 
these matters, transcending political differences India has 
throughout kept its nuclear option open. ma\mg a realistic 
assessment of the global and regional situation 

When the Prime Minister, Mr. Atal Behan Vajpayee, 
announced the successful conduct of the three tests at a 
Hurriedly convened press conference cm Monday, the 
atmosphere turned as electrify as on the occasion of the fust 
demonstration of India’s nuclear capability in the same 
Pokhran site 2*1 year ago. The then Trimc Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, was not apologetic about it as she brushed 
aside the nrm-twisiing tactics of the Western nations who 
Have always been against the expansion of the nuclear club. 
Already, there nrc indications of a possible American 
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. thc retaliatory measures a K *| nvt 
it ,s po^He .n» j|)c 0ovcinmcnl has t0 be 
not IK *" lh ’i n „ ir e that the economy remain* 

SS *.i C ' K, " J ' !h0<k *" 

«>»« ° , ' l >' * l,rcc wcckl 

mM it has 1° ** ,Cn,C 1!^,ct the Government is facing the 
. Jcsent*‘ ion of,hC b t . c 'of funds 10 8 ive ,hc ncceM#f y 
L bC d real'tv of a * horWB willl the distinct possibility of a 
,o the economy• * ' cfe||CC outlay, suffie.cn. fund* 
SS.n.i.1 i ncrCa . S / bl c for •Kerens,n, the public investment 

nay no. be av*| * blc J |hc infrastructural sector. Tic 
.L especuHy for in n1obi |,,,n K resources from 

Government has '** 1 hc „ jr leadership may not find it 
The normal channels and a budget that w,U impose 

politically prnJcnt to P mon people. The situation 

additional burden* onJ for (hc , ar g C r mobilisation of 

calls for innovative mca ^ . |s dou| among the non- 

funds, in «l*'« con,c * , *r domestic industry might initiate a 
resident Indians and « c , ion of the unaccounted 

move to repatriate a suhsta,. ^ fof investment m 

money !>•'"£ ,br0 J .. h o„sing If the nuclear tests do 
major sectors ineluduifc. *■ h it can be more 

%*'**:1 £*£&*» » f suc " r “" a ’- 
than compensated b> «nc M 

from nbroad. //, m /usf<i/i Times. May WS) 


Seize the day 

NoU !' ,n ' , ,lK ; vcll 'C‘ > iigra,ulaiory euphoria 
b> thc unclear tests has begun to tade. ,h c gammas. wuv . 
immediately pet down to the yob of dealing w.ih thc fallout 
While it has the attention of the world, it mint forcefully pul 
across its point of view on non-prohlcration fh c arm* 
control debate has always been of a moral rather than 
legalistic nature. Until a couple ol days ago. India 
consistently held the high moral ground in spue of its refusal 
to sign thc Comprehensive lest Ifan Treaty fCTHT) Though 
its uitvs illingnesv to dutifully sign on thc dolled Ime irfed the 
nuclear powers who proposed thc treaty , they had to concede 
that India had a principled stand. Alter the nuclear tests, 
bosvcver. the situation is going to change, msd swiftly. It 
ssould he a natural relies for thc western powers, whnhasc 
so far hail to deal only svitli simplistic situations of thc 
despot pitted against democracy, to brand India a rogue 
state. 

I loss ever, the tests have-also raised India to thc Icscl 
sshere it can look upon these nations as its peers, and to see 
that its point of vicss gets a decent hearing. Sow, at this 
turning psunt. thc government must act with dispatch to 
capitalise on thc event, or lose thc initialise forcscr It can i 
look back on tsvo precedents— China and trance ran nuclear 
lest just before they signed the Cl ITT. Out the fiiM step 
taken by the government a short while after thc explosions is 
of uncertain to merit. It announced that't would hs »i mg 
to subscribe to certain cljmcnts ol the treats . o ar. no 
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The day after 

The expression* of support from political panic* Sa <! 
harness house* in India for the nuclear test conducted it 
Pokhran underline the kind of unanimity cutting aero,* 

1 artisan concern* *vh.ch have always marked events of th,* 
p Where defence and foreign affairs arc concerned. 
n . llU ' C h ,. r , rc |v been any major difference between the 
lhCr ou , oart , cs . h was in keeping with this spirit that Prime 
>a . n ? P A ,.i n c | n ri Vajpayee informed the Leader of the 

E The Congreve. on ita pan. !>» the tcel, v,m,a», 

' c( , mlm ,a,,ons of the 1974 implosion, emplm.s.nf 0.. 
scientific progress." H is now evident that ,n the >ca.s after 
, 7 ., the Indian scientists hod hep. nbreos. of leehnoloEied 
development in the nuclco. field ood hod neve, slackened 
thei. effort. in ony woy. from Urn sl.ndpo.nl. Indio-«•)« 
, errpwdriver's turn away from making the bomb. Nor loo 

a screwdriver stun J uS-Pnkistan collusic* 

India's sense of vulnerability. " c ^ declare »t» 

option open, however. India ha <- !^ SL " " wan , l0 fov*te 
prowess presumably because u u n || ic s must base 

sanctions. Altbot.gh the US and Us ^ cpuld „oi 

been fully aware of India s nuclear ‘P >’ of , hc fornu' 
take any punitive steps m < ilc nbSLl 
declaration by India of its nuclear status. 
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Now that the UJP b,i cll0icn , 0 . 

indi* will hove I0^d,„„ , ,*„* 

folly oc.ino.med. The ...™ » h) , ht „ 1 ■*«. 

public", as it were, about India', capability evenVJ. f 
m3> not have been a *ccret to those who matured. J J 
clear. Hut it ts probably not unrelated to the party’s dee 1 ^ 
virtually from the day ,« assumed pow«X 
squabbling among the BJP’s partners and the impress™ thl 
wa* g«in ,n K ground about the helplessness of the oarsv’s 
leaders, including Mr. Vajpayee, to maintain drsc.pl,me and 
devote themselves to the task of governance, mm lave 
persuaded it to take a dramatic step which would diver* 
attention from its problems It may have also been meant as 
a reassuring sign to the HJP’s hard-core supporters who have 
undoubtedly been dismayed by the decision to put some of 
live vital points in the party's agenda in cold storage. U has 
also to be acknowledge that India's nuclearisation has been 
advocated by the party for many years, going back to its Jaa 
Sangh days. From this aspect the move is not all that 
surprising. However, the question will remain whether all 
the implications of the fateful step, especially those on the 
economic front, had been adequately considered by the 
ruling alliance prior to the event. 

It is hoped that the Vajpayee Government had devoted 
some time to strategic planning to cope with the economic 
fallout or the blast. In a wiy. the mood of sclf-isiorance in 
their wake can be fruitfully utilised to prepire tfcc country 
for an austerity package and a period of self-reliance 
economic field in the event of US and its allies ur.po*ing any 
sanctions. As of now. the stoppage of bilateral aid by the US 
docs not mean much, but a more worrisome aspect 11 * 
possibility of trade sanctions by the US id *>« '°5* in 

Union in the form of a ban on tcchnol ^ cr * 
and the imposition of additional import uty on " 
exports by withdrawing the benefit* o l « S flvc 
scheme of preference (GSP> to m.Ve oar 
uncompctalivc. At a lime when Indian exporu * * 

welt, any additional jolt of <bi. «•'« «» 
unfavourable consequences foe lit* ,1K 
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India’s Compulsion 

, fC withdrawi! and sanctions are 
Even »s e"vo£ » %v0fl(J in a simulated display of 
threatened by ovef India’s decision to conduct 

anger and its allies would do -ell to ponder 

nuclear tests, the Ub • madc , ndia « a kc the deeis.se 

0VC r the compulsions ^ unstinted help sshul, 

step. One of these is fft>m thc US and also to a 

Pakistan had received. m purvu ing an uninhibited pol.es of 

large cstent from C • £ ^ American interest in 

belligerence ***'*1, jn usinR ,« as a client state to setse 
bolstering Pa*»«n during thc Cold War. But even 
Washington s P» P °- u . c f or Pakistan did not end. foe if 
afterwards. the ***" . . , hc Afghan "freedom fighters' 

it svas no needed or extend US influence 

.fi»« "* , So :"% k of course. .H.««l .» * 

into Central Asia.PaV.s_ . ^ which thc mister 

treated not as a Amcr j can indulgence placed it it 

deemed necessary nb j c (0 acquire conventional 

the unique P°J"' on 0 ; B nue | car technology fromChmi 

arms from the US and he p W3V j, goes without 

while Washington looked I ^ , ’, hc American i*i 

saying that the central point of ^ , counter to 

Chinese attitude svas to bu,,d P bvrassmcn t to Be.j*ng 
India whose democracy was an emba irr||lliw to 

and sshose independent _sp.nl was 
Washington from the non-altgnc a>s. has l0 

India’s need to acquire a n «‘ clear '* P ^ facing 
understood in the context of the u,rc * 1 


S x 



many years- an over, one fi.m, tnd.a. 4nd , Co , 

China which has been coos,stem 1U hc , (of £ 

Because of tins looming danger. Ind.a dld deCl(J<J |0 J*" 
the nuclear path in 1974. hut ns decision to cloak the »n„, 
in ambiguity, presumably to escape sa«et.o«». veemv ,o ha' 
conveyed a message of weakness However the 
sccrctivcncss did not present the US from demand,n E ,be 
capping- rolling hack and elnn,nation of wh.^, n «ic 3r 
prowess India had acquired Not only tha,. lfttt 1Cvoring Iflf 
themselves thc seemingly God-gisco right to maintain then 
ossn nuclear arsenals for all times to come under a resned 
NPT, the Big I ivc led by US demaoded that India sign oo 
dotted line for thc CTBT. So. sshilc nearly half a century of 
thc US-Cliina-l'akistan collaboration would continue. India’s 
hands svcrc to be tied behind its back It was csidently a 
situation winch this country could not accept while Pakisian 
continued to indulge in terrorism and the border problem 
with China remained unrcvolscd 

(Thc H.iuJuiltm Timet Hn IJ lfi\) 
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New Clear Strategy 

,.*m»»cr.iWc argument for Pokhran-ll; 
There s an ^ nuclear devices. India joins the 
having idl c0 on% as 3 „ acknowledged have and not. 

disarmament n g ^ Rccn |„ that sense the three devices 
as was the ease, a R#jasl |, 3ll village put an end to the 

thM shook thee t ^ ^ aCCorn|ttn icd India's nuclear 
tedious h>ps • c bljs(s clearly, indicate potcmial 
rhetoric n k insn ff C rabtc burcacratcsc on nuclear 

“W°"'“7 r 1. " ■> «»> <• n*»« bo* 

M “' .,.n In the Prillivi .led S>'en ">« Chin. 

’ K “" > : t ' h . lh ,„i number one. The A S m when rt roll, 

recognise clarity is welcome in the country 

nff production lines, auen curuj i 

» h T governments have traditionally made a mess of 
national security and strategic questions by falling between 
,** stools of "pcaccmkisnr and powerplay that comet 
tmSyT'W oalion.il.ries. So. fo.low,„ e Fr.ee, end 
China before they signed the CTUT. and having shown the 
world we nave it. India should he able to persuade others 

that we arc ready to oblige. ... . 

The tricky question is whether the world will listen. 
Initial reactions have been predictably unfavourable. 
Significant is the relatively muted reaction from America 
Washington has jumped on India in 1995 when its eyes and 
cars detected nuclear test preparations. The then Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao had roughly the same strategy o 
negotiating from strength. Kao’s government exchanged 
unplcascd words with Dill Clinton's administration but 
didn't go ahead. If Prime Minister Vajpayee has. '« >* 
unlikely that he expected to fool America’s cx ‘ enl1 '.' 
monitoring system. What satellites picked out in 1995 cou 
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have been hidden from them in 1998. That 
„<* P fobabl Lmely interesting question whether America in 
raises « l,cC f |he lcsti and decided not to try and prompt 
fid kne* ° no confirmation of this will ever be 
them. t ^ c;iU ‘ froni either government. But there’s 
fortl*°"" n $ 8 | C vidcncc to mount the hypothesis that 
circ uinstanti howevef grl ,dgi„g|y. have accepted India’s 
Aineric* 1 f’ nuc | car vtatus before parring down nuclear 
thesis on P 3 ' 11 ' 

C,pa ^f that is the case, the feared sanctions may not bite too 
i In any case, all sanctions put together have fewer 
mBe ’jve consequences than popularly imagined. For 
ncfii . c an American vote against India’s loan applications 
f xa (bc P vC'orld Bank. IMF and ADB— cited as the costliest 
economic fall out— will not necessarily stop the money at 
t hc git«- America docs not have a veto in these institutions. 
\nd it needs to be remembered that action by America in 
1974 did not stop India from availing of multilateral loans. 
Furthermore, with economic troubles in East and Southeast 
Asia. America has strong reasons for not putting a spanner 
anywhere near thc troubled works. 

Such, guarded optimism however doesn’t apply to thc 
domestic front. No caveats, cautions or clarifications are 
needed to say that these explosions have blown away, for 
some lime, thc troubles in New Delhi. Thc Prime Minister 
suddenly looks strong, and not just nice but hapless. Even 
his political advisor’s grandstanding seems forgivable. Thc 
BJP doesn’t look lost. The Opposition, with thc exception of 
the Left which is unlikely to political allies can now carp 
about demands only at the risk of appearing silly. Thc low- 
>icld device isn’t going to blow away Jayalahtha's high 
nuisance lactor. But perceptions arc important in politics. So 
11 *' mc - thc extent thc BJP has improved one, and bought 
>beother. Pokhran' 98 is perfect politics. 

A footnote is appropriate. We need no longer worry 
? ,| " drinking water in villages, compulsory education. • 
arable health service, housing, or infrastructure. We have 
l! >c bombl 


(TIk Statesman. May IJ. I99S) 


Big Bang Theories 

following the immediate blush of national pride and a 
Intlc awe ai New Delhi's pluck, some hard policy questions 
need to be asked about the government’s inicmions in having 
three nuclear tests in Rajasthan It is not enough to say this 
demonstrates India’s technological power Underground 
nuclear testing is something India lias long been accepted to 
have had the know-how for. Even the addition of a hydrogen 
bomb is something that would have impressed more 30 years 
ago rather than today. The countries capable of building 
atom bombs run into the dozens and include at least one 
subsaharan African country. It is also not enough to say this 
will enhance India’s security. The original 1974 Pokbran 
nuclear explosion made India a nuclear weapons power in alt 
but name. It is noteworthy that neither Pakistan nor any 
other country ever directly confronted India on the 
battlefield aflcr-wjrds. The point of unclear deterrence is not 
that the weapon is ever used, but rather that it prevents the 
circumstances in which it would be used. The 1974 
explosion roughly succeeded in (his goal. What the 
Bharatiaya Janta Party government has to show is that its 
decision to test the bombs was part of a larger stritcgy. 

If (he government’s thinking was purely regional, in 
other words the tests were solely muscle flexing, the 
detonations arc difficult to defend. It is now all but 
inevitable Pakistan will test nuclear bomb. The domestic 
plcssurc on Islamabad will be impossible to resist. 
Unfortunately, such a test would automatically negate any 



, v India could ■’ 
> up<r,0r Aftcr 1974 |nd ' a Wa V 

*'" l 2' -vest* A . f ' c kisian . Islamnba 

' weapon of 


have gamed from 
s in position of nuclear 
nbad coold bluster and 


%Vis P^t-^ords. If Islamabad 

;rr;» W c. n...«««««- 

.Ue( 


‘tsMi* -lHo^V c tmc-o China. China has had an 
ninglcs* whcn over India for decades, 

weapons ' u P cr, _ n _ ritv wills China, a 


' ^helm'OB wc3P °" cvc r nuclear parity wills China a 
country iC< *’ ;cr thiin |„d,a. it will succeed only 
Jrfry three t.mcs * • CQllld ^ "Burking Hso wills 

ftLkrupcng J 1 Mikhail Gorbachev’s description of a 


,lo*krupt ,n g 
ydor wdpoo ■ 

-£*5^ <“ Uni,cd Slates. These could be 
congressional laws Iha, could 
US to block funds from the International 
S' Fund and the World Bank. The tests could wreck 
„ d! i’j credit rating, scare .assay investors and leave the 
conoeny reeling. Strongly anti-nuclear countries like Japan 
,oold probably follow suit. It has long been believed the 
•clear test preparations that led to an angry exchange wills 
lie US in 1995 were part of ploy by Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao 
3 get India into the global nuclear proliferation has the same 
Oil in mind, the tests could go down as an act of astute 
calpolitik. In which ease come hard negotiating with the US 
hould follow. It may be remembered that testing and then 
igaiag was exactly what China and France did in the runup 
5 the comprehensive test ban treaty. However, if the BJP 
4* tested in a political vacuum then it has only shown its 

of coherence in domestic policy extends also to the 
^ternational sphere. 


(The Telegraph, May 12, 199S) 
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A Moment of Pride 



I went)-fow scars » fu * r ,ooV ,hc l,,M N,C P ° n «he 

f)UtJ nuclear rower .md the.. retreated tn ,o 

lhc policy «'" h *F u ">- ,hc **»*>"'" “ ,, ' d, ‘ cl " 

' , lf , cxl , 0 „ Mondav denoted a hold nnd eve. audacious 

* made all the more startling by its suddenness. The 

• Sm.lmK Hnddha" of 1*^74 has now blossomed into a new 
assertion of the country ‘s right to nrm itself in n manner 
uhrcl. it believes .v best Mined to its security interests. It 
phs without saying that lor all the appeals of the existing 
Llear "doomsday" weapons. India could not have ignored 
the last that n happens to be part ol a hostile environment 
is here being pacifism is not only unfeasible but may even 
send the wrong message of weakness to countries which 
I,,isc not shown .my sign or warning to love in friendship. 

In taking the decision to conduct the tests, therefore, the 
government and its defence experts must have taken into 
aesount the fact that India lives in a highly imperfect 
w.*rW— with an avowed nuclear power on one side with 
which we have already fought a war. and a clandestine 
nuclear power on the other, which has fought three wars with 
India and is currently engaged in a proxy war in Kashmir 
and subversive activities elsewhere. Given these highly 
disturbing factors. India could have hardly been expected to 
■ it idle and liopc that better sense will prevail among those 
of ns ucighlKiiirs who have been openly collaborating in 
matters of iiiismIc and other forms of lethal technology, 
whose sole purpose could only have been to intimidate India. 
At'a time of national pride, however, no attempts should be 
made to drive political mileage from the events, although 
there might he an unfortunate tendency to do SO. The tests 
vhould Ik seen m the overall national security perspective 
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I,; c h has no connection with partisan polities. 

" Before this country is subjected to any moral lectures by 
clf.appomtcd guardians of world peace, it has l0 be 
•cmcnibered that even the five nuclear powers have not only 
jhowit no inclination to follow the path of disarmament but 
have actually legitimised their awesome arsenals through the 
latest treaties. As such, they do not really have any right to 
preach to others to refrain from possessing weapon of which 
thc> have enormous stockpiles, However, it is more than that 
hkcly that India's compulsions in confirming its nuclear 
prowess will be appreciated even those who may feel the 
need to launch formal protests. In any event, the policy of 
' ambiguity may not have been all that ambiguous ifiw all. for 
the test could not have been conducted unless India had kept 
its nuclear powder dry all these years. To that extent. India 
was undoubtedly a nuclear power virtually since 1974 md 
this was the reason why there was so much emphasis by the 
US at one lime on capping, rolling back and eliminating 
India’s capability that did not do so and kept its options open 
jv now clear. 

Having taken the fateful step, India will have to 
reiterate that its objective remains purely defensive. It has no 
hostile India to offer a “no first use” pledge, especially to 
Pakistan which may now feel the need to emerge from the 
closet after years if obfuscation about its nuclear status. It 
would be cx.rcmcly unfortunate if. in its obsessive desire to 
maintain parity with India. Pakistan initiated some kind of 
an arms race in South Asia, for the effect of any such move 
can only impose a heavy and perhaps unbearable burden on 
us less than robust economy. As the long superpower 
confrontation during the Cold War showed, the bomb is not 
a weapon of war because no one in his right senses can use 
U- lor it will annihilate both the invader and the invaded. Its 
Purpose is deterrence, simply because of horrendous 
""plications. Though a symbol of power, its possession is 
something of an unavoidable evil. In the ultimate analysis, 
mankind should strive for us elimination. But it has to be a 
united effort by all countries— including the Big Five. 

(Daily Hindustan Times. May 12. 1998) 
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A Moment of Pride 


India and tlic world, we know, will react in diverst 
vt.n to il inderground nuclear tests at Poklirnn— reactions 
, u f rr , cNnilaration and joy to shock and dismay to 
fl n-cr 1 id rage. "We have no immediate comment." was the 
t.ur and noncommittal response of a White House 
spokesman, and one could hcl it was said in a sardonic tone. 
They would find the hangs hard to lump, and the hatchets 
would s n be put to a make Indian behave or face the 
music. So would (he other nuclear haves of the West who go 
on stockpiling nukes but start vibrating with rage the 
moment a have-not shows any sign of nuclear capability. 
What is sauce for the goose is not sauce for the gander. They 
were frightened it was coming, the moment Atal Bchari 
Vajpayee came to power. What a pother the Western media 
made of the possibility that India might go for a bomb. The 
Economist of London svcnl to town pontificating on how 
India would suffer if it decided to go nuclear. Docs India 
think, it asked superciliouslj, that it would svalk wills pride 
if il went nuclear? Not so. ssas the judgement from ihc high 
and mighty pundits of the Grilish press: India would have far 
more to lose than to g.from it. 

May be. In terms of pounds and dollars. Hut in real 
terms, if there is anything Indian lias rcnllj to lose il is its 
timidity and shame. If it means our begging bossls would go 
v'pJs. so be it. That would be the day! So long have we 
been bullied and blackmailed am 1 bulldozed that we have 
i >lly tost our self-esteem and pride The fall out is not hard 


in sec. me . st ar1 j|( 

would be the threats of economic sanctum an<1 rc ^' n 
of rcannmg our enemies Anything and tiers,, 14,1 

down- Hie Big Brothers would be up ^ * C °* U1 

(heir chorus of d.sapprosal ihey would have a h, | ,0 ' n, 

failed Indian economists and technocrats and 
returned bureaucrats parroting ,f ,hc West , U rr»cd ,u l j? " 

»' A " d ,h ', c, ’ d ""“ Id *" *»». 

they svant alms c all is ihc Indian ma.kci live,, pror , K 1 

Va,payee has done well congratulate the met, hclnnd 
lhc Pokhran tests but he himself needs be congra.ubtcd 
He has lifted India trom the ignominy of being pcrpowl 
nincompoops. Even ai the cosi or so.md.ng a bit jmcoisnc „ 
must be said that if India had to gel anywhere. Use r.rst 
requisite is to regain its self-respect and ptidc India's 
commitment to peace has been firm and steadfast but let u 
not be misunderstood for cowardice and pusillanimity. For 
far too long have the leaders of this nations been guiles; and 
weak-kneed, will, the result that India has lost all rcspeci in 
the community of nations. In a world that honours only 
power and might it is pointless to be meek and humble Even 
if there is nothing much to crow about ihc I’oklvran lews u 
sends ihc much-awaited message in the world India has 
cross the Rubicon. Lei's rejoice. 

(Daily The Fr.-r /’rvvi Jaunuil [Umitsn 12 5 /WV 





Road to Resurgence 

By Shekhar Gupln 

The triple test at I’okhran ends three decades of nuclear 
debate, self-denial and fence silting. Scseral tunes in recent 
vears Indian leadership— irrespective of party a I filiations j 3 
in era of shifting coalitions— came close to taking the 
plunge. It is just as well now that Hus momentous step has 
been taken by leaders svlio have always belies cd in 
unabashed and unambiguous nuclearisation. More 
reassuring, even for those ssho have been arguing for 
restraint and ambiguity, is the act that these leaders also 
enjoy an impeccable reputation in terms of personal integrity 
and national commitment. It is. therefore, reasonable to 
presume that they have chosen to make so bold a departure 
from the past aflcr a great deal of deliberation as to what is 
bcsl scseral years no". The only tiling that lacked "as tbe 
trigger device of Political svill and lltc kind of supreme 
conviction that enables leaders to move .way from the 
familiar, svcll-troddci. path and thereby find themselves » 
place in history 

It was for two reasons that Mrs. Indira Gandhi Tided to 
get the particular political megatonnage Irom her 1974 lc " 
One ssas her declining credibility during those chaoi.c 
months and the second was her inability to P° 1 c “ 
distance. Several PhDs have already been ssr.tten . 
Western and Indian nuclear scholars tin the esact ,ncaB - 
and implication ol the ten "mccIiiI Nuclear l-'P 
(PNL) but the world, by an.' knee. v.w this as an esprt 
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weakness and hypocrisy S 0 . 
argument that the expto,,,*, wax -,*»/!** <*u, St0M 
faded to derive any of the benefits I * J, » •>» 

accrued to a nuclear weapons vllt , ' ««w»lK 

CTII1 "Of'd Ibis. now. is the mt »«d 

Vajpayee goseminent and as it* r , ru ” ,kn »' for the 
indicate. India is prepared ss.th a K '* 1 M,tt *«iut 

contain the fallout by offering to he a w u Wc * kbnkct to 
player in the international nuclear arms r'lL'!!?* *** Ktist 
difference now is that l»di a ^els t 0 r | t> ?^ 
nuclear sscapons power. Tliis ,s lhc c „d 0 > ^ ; J“ e 11 » 
hypocrisy “ T , 't) w and 

This is a time Tor popular euphoria and ceirhntnw. a . 
celebrate see must as this vuceess depurates to 
a remarkable sc.cni.r.c capability bud, durm- , * „ 
century of interniiicMial technology transfer rc>tXKt«.7l, I 
also * cause for reassurance that even « these cynical lin * 
when we tend to believe so easily that any fellow |nd U n’, 
loy alties are purchasable for a Tew dollarv a scholarship or i 
green card the establishment his managed to keep sxk a 
major move a secret despite the snooping that extend from 
the Capital’s garrulous cocktail circuit io outer space. Dot 
this is also a time for rcflcciing on where we go from here. 
Hie tests, though a great moral-booster Tor the lutioo whose 
spirits have only gone downhill, dipping with every littk 
calamity or embarrassment since Operation Blncstu in I9J4. 
have also come at a time when the currency list denotes a 
nation's strength has undergone fundamental change. In the 
Seventies it was the nuclear rocgatomugc at your command 
that mattered. Today, it is per capital income, foreign 
exchange reserves and quality of life that milter. Pckhrin - 
II is like a jump-start to India’s dormant, froren spirit. Bat ii 
"on’t, by itself, be a short cut to the place India wishes, and 
deserves to have on international stage. It is « 0 " up lo 
Mat payee and Advani to moderate this euphoria, contain tbe 
diplomatic fallout and exploit the advantage they have gotn 
themselves, and India by creating this ne» »oo«J of 
resurgence. 

i/uiAunr/lt/anr". M.? IWl) 
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, „ w „ jxvc.lion *»«r "vc years. wc have <d ^ 

W 'i »' * , ' J,rt ° f Un, ^v l •" d ** 

'! nui.i.'f' genera' disarmament. The succcjj, 
Tmentx hasc couMMCi.t in their altitude 10 nude, 
K ov«.«ni |oJ . n ilii% country rs in a position t 0 u 

T ^i 0 ibc t'N “India would be prepared to cwui* 

1 ' * ccrU „, provixrons of the 1996 Comprehensive T e 
n,Xc% deoc.iduigor, a number of reciprocal activity 
‘ L'fvmc condition has a manfu.l lone and o. 

voscre.ci'iy l>£ rc " cr,lcd pMdC ,Cm ' >cfcd 

h “""-Sirc ncar.nproar abroad It was predictable. 7k 
American sanction threat, the Orr.ish. Japanese Canadian ^ 

I -uch anger and the noises made by Australia and New 
yJaland ire being used hy Berjinp and Islamabad to cos Cr u 
rhen regional s.n Hut once ssc hasc taker, the plunge. * 
should be reads to hoisour our commitment to live in peat, 
ns a free natron, underterred by external threats. The 
questions to ask here arc. Mas the global community paid 
ms mention to Pakistan’s crash programme to develop 
nuclear-capable missiles vsith Chinese Assistance? What 
about the continuing proxy war against this country wiped 
hs Pakistan’’ And what about the huge super-power arscul$ 
ot mass destruction'’ The potential use of nuclear weapons 
has become the international currency ol power. The 
disclosures from Iraq tan NP1 signatory) expose the 
hollowness of the inspection system The amount of nuclear 
arms the USA had taken to Kuwait and Iraq showed hew 
credible IIS own commitment to the adjuration of these kilter 
weapons is Israel. South Africa. China and Pakistan all hue 
made thc.r nuclear capability known. There was oore 
demeaning panic than legitimate anger tn thin Wf. T JI 
When the USA equated India and Pakistan in the nu 
share wnhoiit taking note of the open book the forme 
kept before the world and the voluntary assurance 
given to the effect that it will nol use a nuclear " c *^j . M 
conflict Much is being made of the American ^ ^ 
discipline Pakistan and restrain rt front going to ^ 
India. The involvement of that country m the trou 



. . Kashmir amounts to a proxy svar or a long 
, f jsn.mu » nd K * Hion. China has not been found .meltable 
‘1-cosi »‘! of a " f hc fcw but major geographical problems it 
,o ihe solnbon o '" silua ,ion . Clinton or a Blair cannot 

L, with India. I'»« nrT mcrely fof ,hc satisfaction of 

?.»ii •* 

the of . , hc NPT. it should do so as a peaceful 
M ia has to» * b ^ j, now lru | y after ensuring that 

nuclear " cap ^. • D | c dgc themselves to non-interference in 
affairs and to the sctllcmcnt of disputes through 
oc,f ' . The NPT is more a question or discrimination 
*'"'Z a nsWC r to the nuclear proliferation problem. A 
country with wisdom and hard-earned expertise dedicated to 
neacc cannot be hookwinked into trcat.es or coercion. I. .s 
Sportant to negate the tdea of sanctions against us through 
appropriate diplomacy. No sacrifice to achieve the deterrent 
coal of Pokhran II will be excessive. Lei us revalidate our 
technical maturity and right io defend endangered freedom 

wilh all our might. _ 

(The Tribune. 13 May 199S) 
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Glory through Po vcr 


India's nuclear explosions n n Monday liasc taken place 
splendidly hut milter later. Pokhran II Ins done us proud. It 
is time to say “Salam. Alultil Kalant and to sited tltc nuclear 
fear caused in faint hc.iits by bully mg US-Pakistani-Chincsc 
nexus and to bold our bends high. Symbolically speaking, 
the Buddha has "smiled thrice— though a fission dcsice. a 
lou yield device and a thermonuclear dcsice India has 
arrived at Ibc threshold of superpower status When the 
smile svas seen first in 1974 at the same place, an oscrly 
guarded announcement verging on the concealment of an 
achievement emanated from the Cabinet of the day led by 
Indira Gandhi. Now Prime Minister Atal Uchari Vajpayee 


had a brief announcement in Delhi: Today (May II) at 3.45 
p.m, India conducted three underground nuclear tests m the 
Pokliran range... The measured yield is m line with the 
expected values... These were contained explosions like the 
experiment conducted in May. 1974....'* Onr scientists and 
engineers deserve ovation. The Unigos eminent legitimately 
claims credit lor the brave decision. The political parties, 
speaking joyfully in unison, have shown rare nahona 
solidarity and a sense of collective self-esteem Our capacity 
to make bomb has been backed for years by the will no« to 
make one. Dm now that the time to talk peaceJ™' * 
posdion of Micoglh I- arrived and rhe 
Western powers has become more severe, i ' crpabdits 
«>' "vnoupli Is cnoiipb" and 
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